
Jay-Z
The Greatest Rapper Alive

Journey To The Top

Jay-Z guesting in Big Jaz’s 
single “The Originator” 

at the start of his carrer.

Jay-Z was born Decem-
ber 4, 1969 under the name 
Shawn Corey Carter. He was 
abandoned by his father at the 
age of twelve and was raised 
by his mother Gloria Carter. He 
attended high school, but failed 
to graduate. His mom bought 
him a boombox for a birthday, 
sparking his music interest, 
as he began to freestyle and 
write rhymes. In his hood he 
became known as Jazzy, turn-
ing into his stage name, Jay-Z. 

In 1996 he created Roc-
A-Fella Records and  released 
his first album, “Reasonable 
Doubt”. The album received a 
lot of criticism, but did manage 
to sell decently. Jay-Z reached a 
redistrubtion deal with Def Jam 
Records in 1997 and released 
his second album, “In My Life-
time, Vol. 1”. This album sold 

better than his first.  However, 
in 1998, he released “Vol. 2: 
Hard Knock Life”, which turned 
out to be his best album. It end-
ed up going platinum five times 
and selling over 8 million copies 
worldwide. In 1999 and 2001 , 
Jay-Z released “Vol. 3: Lifes and 
Timse of S. Carter” and “The 
Blueprint”, respectively, which 
were applauded for combining 
hip-hop, mainstream rap, and 
hardcore rap. After a feud with 
rapper Nas, Jay-Z released his 
next album in 2002, “The Blue-
print 2: The Gift & The Curse”. 
3.9 million copies were sold in 
the U.S. alone. In 2003 Jay-Z 
finished his final album, “The 
Black Album”. This album fea-
tured songs such as “Dirt Off 
Your Shoulder” and “99 Prob-
lems”. On November 25, 2003 
Jay-Z hosted a retirement con-
cert at Madison Square Garden.  

Jay-Z would go on to work 
with various artists to create 
remix albums. One notable one 
would be “Collision Course”, 
which he created with Linkin’ 
Park. Jay-Z was known for was 
known for creating rhymes 
without  pen and paper, as 
well as recording without writ-
ten lyrics. He created a trend 
of retiring early, thus his car-
rer never went downhill. MTV 
recently nominated him as the 
numer one rapper of  all-time. 
His legacy will always live on. 

Jay-Z’s Albums

Reasonable Doubt

In My Lifetime, Vol 1

Vol 2: Hard Knock Life

Vol 3: Life and Times 
of S. Carter

The Blueprint

The Blueprint 2: The 
Gift & The Curse

The Black Album

What The Future HolDs
After three years of not re-

leasing a solo album, it has 
been confirmed that Jay-Z will  
be releasing a comeback album 
on November 14, titled “King-
dom Come”.  The album will 
be directed by Hype Williams, 
and will feature producers such 
as Swizz Beats, Kanye West, 
and Cool & Dre. It will also 
feature artists such as Rakim, 
Method Man, Ghostface Killah, 
Eminem, Nas Raekwon, Busta 
Rhymes, and more. His new 
single, “Show Me What You 
Got” will be released in October.

Along with music, Jay-Z also
owns Roc-A-Fella Records, Roc-
La-Familia. Roc-A-Fella Films, 
and Rocawear, which is his 
clothing line.  Jay-z is also set 
to marry Beyonce in Novem-
ber 2006 in Anguilla. He was 
recently nominated for Time’s 
100 Most Influential People. 


